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Palermo, 06.10.2022 
Scirocco [ʃiˈrɔkko-Schirokko] is a south-easterly, hot 

strong wind that carries dust and sand across the Medi-

terranean to Sicily and Italy's north for often only a few 

hours. This short info in the age of the pandemic will be 

published from March 2021 in an approx. bi-weekly 

rhythm. The Scirocco replaces the Corona Update Italy.  

 

Political and Social Situation 

A political event that shook Italy and Europe 

on September 25, 2022, was the Italian par-

liamentary elections. A victory of the right-

wing party alliance between Georgia Meloni's 

Fratelli d'Italia (FdI - Brothers of Italy), Matteo 

Salvini's Lega and Silvio Berlusconi's Forza Ita-

lia was already conceivable before the elec-

tions, but the clear victory of the post-fascist 

Fratelli d'Italia party is staggering. The latter 

two parties each won "only" around eight per-

cent, but the right-wing electoral alliance, 

thanks to the victory of Giorgia Meloni, 

comes to a total of around 44 percent - and 

thus has the majority of seats in both the 

Chamber of Deputies (235 out of 400) and the 

Senate (112 out of 200). The FdI scored just 

over four percent in the last elections in 2018, 

and with this victory, it has seen an increase to 

around 26 percent in just four years. The elec-

tion outcome is worrisome, as a return to the 

racist "policy of closed ports" - which former 

Interior Minister Matteo Salvini pursued with 

the so-called security decrees ("decreti 

sicurezza") - is again possible. Likewise, the sit-

uation for refugees and migrants at Italy's bor-

ders with France and Slovenia and in the cen-

tral Mediterranean region could change, as 

well as for NGO rescue ships, could deteriorate 

further under the new government. During her 

election campaign, Meloni was already agitat-

ing against migrants and conjuring up imagi-

nary images of the enemy. Accordingly, it is to 

be expected that there will be further re-

strictions in the area of migration policy. Also 

with regard to the important issue of freedom 

of the press, cases have come to light in which 

foreign journalists were secretly recorded by 

young supporters of the party at election 

events of the Fdl in order to record their ques-

tions to participants. Whether neo-fascist, rac-

ist and anti-feminist positions will be consoli-

dated in Italian politics also depends on 

whether the new Italian government will find 

stability or whether the trend of early elections 

in Italy will prevail again.  

Moreover, the coverage of the elections is 

worrying. The description of the electoral alli-

ance under Giorgia Meloni as "centro-destra" 

(center-right) gives the impression that the Fdl 

is a bourgeois conservative party - but Meloni 

has her political roots in fascism. At the age of 

15, she joined the neo-fascist Movimento So-

ciale Italiano (MSI), which was founded in 1946 

by supporters of the fascist dictator Benito 

Mussolini. Her current politics can and must be 

described as post-fascist.  

 

Meloni in front of the logo of the neo-fascist party MSI.   

© Jose Antonio  

Given Italy's importance beyond its own bor-

ders, the change of direction in Italian politics 

will also have an impact at the European and 

international level. UNHCR therefore submit-

ted twelve proposals to key political actors in 

https://www.mainpost.de/ueberregional/politik/ausland/rechtsbuendnis-hat-mehrheit-im-italienischen-parlament-sicher-art-10922421
https://st.ilsole24ore.com/speciali/2018/elezioni/risultati/politiche/static/italia.shtml
https://st.ilsole24ore.com/speciali/2018/elezioni/risultati/politiche/static/italia.shtml
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/wahl-italien-121.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/43663/french-ngos-fear-comeback-of-antimigration-policy-in-italy
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/43663/french-ngos-fear-comeback-of-antimigration-policy-in-italy
https://www.editorialedomani.it/politica/italia/fratelli-ditalia-intimidisce-i-media-stranieri-per-evitare-le-domande-sul-fascismo-nmjjg7vl
https://www.editorialedomani.it/politica/italia/fratelli-ditalia-intimidisce-i-media-stranieri-per-evitare-le-domande-sul-fascismo-nmjjg7vl
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/42798/italys-farright-election-forerunner-sparks-controversy-vows-to-defend-borders
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/42798/italys-farright-election-forerunner-sparks-controversy-vows-to-defend-borders
https://www.ilpost.it/2022/09/22/giorgia-meloni-aborto/
https://www.moment.at/story/wer-ist-giorgia-meloni
https://www.moment.at/story/wer-ist-giorgia-meloni
https://www.moment.at/story/wer-ist-giorgia-meloni
https://www.globalist.it/world/2022/09/08/migranti-il-manifesto-elettorale-dellunhcr-12-proposte-per-restare-umani/
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Italy before the elections to ensure the pro-

tection of refugees and migrants in Italy - 

even after the elections. The proposals range 

from the promotion of European solidarity in 

questions of asylum law, to sea rescue, to the 

establishment of an asylum authority, which 

should make the processing of asylum appli-

cations more efficient in the future. The UN-

HCR's proposals are themselves problematic 

and include demands such as "deal with ob-

stacles impeding the repatriation of people 

who do not need protection," which clearly re-

fers to deportations. The UNHCR itself works 

closely with state actors in other countries, 

even if the rights of migrants are fundamen-

tally disregarded there. The fact that the or-

ganization now sees the protection of refu-

gees threatened by the elections in Italy con-

firms the political scale and danger posed by 

the new government. 

The Italian journalist Sara Creta went to the Eu-

ropean Court of Human Rights to claim her 

right to information. Creta demanded infor-

mation from the Italian Ministry of the Interior 

about how public funds are used in Libya. The 

background is the financing of Libyan border 

control authorities, which are responsible for 

pullbacks of migrants on the Mediterranean 

Sea (we already reported on the cooperation 

of the Italian state with Libyan authorities in 

previous issues of this newsletter). The Minis-

try of Interior rejected the journalist's request 

on the grounds that the release of the re-

quested information would pose a threat to in-

ternational relations and public security. 

In the summer of 2015, activists from the No 

Borders movement occupied a square in Im-

peria and set up a camp to house refugees. 

This was also a sign of protest against the clo-

sure of European borders. 14 activists involved 

have now been sentenced to prison terms of 

between one and three months. We strongly 

condemn the criminalization of activists, 

migration and solidarity. Further information 

and solidarity campaigns for those affected by 

the criminalization can be found in the project 

of the same name.  

A ruling by the Italian Supreme Court (Court of 

Cassation) states that humanitarian protec-

tion titles must be granted to migrants who 

have the serious intention of integrating 

into Italy. The Court understands this to mean 

both learning the Italian language and doing 

paid work. This ruling was preceded by the 

complaint of a migrant who was not granted a 

protection title in Italy due to a temporary 

work contract. Fortunately, a temporary em-

ployment contract is now sufficient to obtain 

legal security in terms of humanitarian protec-

tion status in Italy - as it is not easy for either 

refugees and migrants or Italian citizens to be 

hired on a permanent basis. Making unrealis-

tic demands like these on migrants, which 

cannot even be achieved by the local popula-

tion, proves the deliberate and politically in-

tended hurdles that are put in the way of mi-

grants by the administrative side in order to 

make a stay in Italy and Europe more difficult.  

 

Cassazione in Rome. © Jebulon 

Situation of refugees in Italy 

The beginning of autumn marks the start of 

the harvest season in Italy, which each year 

brings thousands of migrant seasonal work-

ers to Italy, who are employed in exploita-

tive conditions in the olive and tomato har-

vests. As expected, the inhumane conditions in 

the workers' accommodations have hardly 

changed; the accommodations still lack basic 

hygiene standards and life-threatening fires 

break out due to the poor conditions. This was 

https://sciabacaoruka.asgi.it/en/journalist-appeals-to-the-echr-knowing-how-public-funds-are-used-in-libya-is-a-legal-right/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/projekte/italien-hintergrundinfos-zu-gefl%C3%BCchteten-und-migrantinnen
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2022/09/08/ventimiglia-14-condanne-per-laccampamento-no-borders-del-2015-gli-avvocati-faremo-ricorso-la-solidarieta-non-e-reato/6796285/
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2022/09/08/ventimiglia-14-condanne-per-laccampamento-no-borders-del-2015-gli-avvocati-faremo-ricorso-la-solidarieta-non-e-reato/6796285/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/projekte/kriminalisierung-von-migration-und-solidarit%C3%A4t
https://www.borderline-europe.de/projekte/kriminalisierung-von-migration-und-solidarit%C3%A4t
https://www.giornalelavoce.it/permessi-umanitari-per-chi-ha-la-seria-intenzione-di-integrarsi-470332
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the case in early September in Borgo Mezzano, 

where four huts burned down. Although the 

agricultural sector depends on the work of mi-

grant seasonal workers - without them the 

harvest could not be managed - the workers 

are financially exploited and employed with-

out proper labor contracts or security. 

 

Olive harvest. © Daniel Ventura 

Recently, cases of migrants traveling overland 

by truck, car and freight train across Europe to 

seek residency or asylum in another state have 

been increasing again. Since they are not al-

lowed freedom of movement under the Dub-

lin Regulations, migrants have to find clandes-

tine and dangerous ways to cross intra-Euro-

pean borders. Recently, a truck driver near Pia-

cenza in northern Italy noticed that the seals 

of his cargo hold had been broken. In the hold 

of the truck, the driver discovered seven refu-

gees from Afghanistan who were severely ex-

hausted and dehydrated. A similar situation 

occurred at the Italian-Austrian border. Here, 

eight Indians tried to leave the country by car, 

but were discovered by the police. The driver 

said he had taken the job to earn money. He 

was charged with aiding and abetting unau-

thorized entry. In the Trieste region (also 

northern Italy), another two drivers were 

stopped bringing 17 Kurds to Italy via the Bal-

kan route to seek asylum. The two drivers from 

Kosovo were arrested.  

Only at the end of September, a verdict was 

announced against two young men who were 

each sentenced to a fine of 1.45 million euros 

for helping migrants hide on freight trains on 

the Verona route to Austria and Germany, 

respectively. People who help refugees and 

migrants to flee and migrate now risk heavy 

prison sentences and fines. In view of the fact 

that there are hardly any legal ways to apply 

for asylum in Europe, the charge of aiding 

and abetting illegal immigration must be clas-

sified as politically motivated in many cases. 

Instead of guaranteeing migrating persons a 

legal way to enter the country and apply for 

asylum, they and their helpers are criminalized 

- and at the same time a space is created in 

which smuggling networks can demand high 

sums of money to carry out life-threatening 

crossings. 

L'Altrocircolo, an organization that provides 

psychological and psychosocial support to 

LGBTQI+ or queer migrants in Italy, reported 

that six of their clients have now been granted 

an international protection title. LGBTQI+ mi-

grants are in a particularly vulnerable situ-

ation, as they are often discriminated against 

by their families and communities, and homo-

phobia is also widespread in Europe. In addi-

tion, not all states recognize persecution 

based on sexual or gender identity as grounds 

for seeking asylum. 

An initiative from Palermo has launched the 

online portal "Prima gli ultimi", which aims to 

support migrants in their everyday life in It-

aly. The portal provides information on vari-

ous areas of life such as health, economic and 

legal advice and language schools, and in-

cludes a compilation of associations and or-

ganizations that offer support structures for 

migrants. The aim of the online portal is to 

provide an overview of which persons and in-

stitutions can be contacted in which situation. 

The initiative was founded by the journalist 

Rino Canzoneri. It is intended to contribute to 

a culture of welcome that is resolutely op-

posed to racism.  

 

For more information on the situation in It-

aly, see our Central Med Info and the 

https://www.quotidianodipuglia.it/foggia/paura_a_borgo_mezzanone_a_fuoco_quattro_baracche-6920077.html
https://euaa.europa.eu/easo-asylum-report-2021/section-42-dublin-procedure
https://euaa.europa.eu/easo-asylum-report-2021/section-42-dublin-procedure
https://www.liberta.it/news/cronaca/2022/09/17/sette-migranti-afghani-nascosti-in-un-tir-scoperti-allarea-di-servizio-nure-nord/
https://www.liberta.it/news/cronaca/2022/09/17/sette-migranti-afghani-nascosti-in-un-tir-scoperti-allarea-di-servizio-nure-nord/
https://www.udinetoday.it/cronaca/tarvisio-arrestato-passeur-pontebbana.html
https://www.triesteprima.it/cronaca/passeur-17-migranti-4-bambini.html
https://www.ildolomiti.it/cronaca/2022/immigrazione-clandestina-facevano-salire-i-migranti-sui-treni-merci-diretti-verso-laustria-per-2-persone-maxi-multa-da-3milioni-di-euro
https://www.ildolomiti.it/cronaca/2022/immigrazione-clandestina-facevano-salire-i-migranti-sui-treni-merci-diretti-verso-laustria-per-2-persone-maxi-multa-da-3milioni-di-euro
http://www.tusciaweb.eu/2022/09/migranti-lgbtqi-concessa-la-protezione-internazionale-ragazzi/
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/portale-migranti-prima-ultimi-nessuno-straniero.html
http://www.primagliultimi.org/
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previous issues of the ‘Scirocco’ on our 

homepage. 

 

 

Contact  

 

borderline-europe 

Menschenrechte ohne Grenzen e.V. 

https://www.borderline-europe.de/ 

italia@borderline-europe.de 

 

https://www.borderline-europe.de/
mailto:italia@borderline-europe.de

