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Scirocco - Part 8 
Scirocco [ʃiˈrɔkko-Schirokko] is a south-easterly, hot 

strong wind that carries dust and sand across the Medi-

terranean to Sicily and Italy's north for often only a few 

hours. This short info in the age of the pandemic will be 

published from March 2021 in an approx. bi-weekly 

rhythm. The Scirocco replaces the Corona Update Italy. 

 

Political and Social Situation 

Prior to a parliamentary vote on the financing 

of the foreign deployment of the Italian mili-

tary in Libya with the aim of training the so-

called Libyan coast guard, there there were 

demonstrations all over Italy on July, 14. 

Together with Amnesty International, Hu-

man Rights Watch and Médecins Sans Fron-

tières (MSF), the NGO ActionAidan called on 

the Italian government to block the Memo-

randum of Understanding with Libya, to end 

Italy's policy of deterrence and to guarantee 

the rights of refugees and migrants in the 

central Mediterranean. In the last five years, 

financial support to Libya has tripled while 

systematic human rights violations such as 

torture, sexual violence and arbitrary deten-

tion by Libyan authorities have continuously 

increased (for more information, see the call 

non sono d'accordo).  The Forum Antirazzista 

Palermo participated in the demonstrations 

as well. Meanwhile, some deputies of the 

Partito Democratico (PD) have also asked for 

the interruption of the cooperation between 

the Italian government and the so-called Lib-

yan Coast Guard. Despite nationwide 

demonstrations, the military mission in Libya 

and the financial cooperation with Libyan au-

thorities were approved by more than 350 

votes in parliament on Thursday.  

 

In the meantime, the European Union has fi-

nanced the repair of three boats for the so-

called Libyan Coast Guard, as confirmed by 

the Spokesman for the High Representative 

for European Security and Foreign Policy, Pe-

ter Stano. Over the next months, another six 

inflatable boats will be handed over to the 

so-called Coast Guard and the General Direc-

torate for Coastal Security.  Thus, the EU is 

once again guilty of human rights crimes 

committed by Libyan authorities.  

 

 
Demonstration on 14/07/2021 in Palermo. Banner on 

the left „Stop the deaths of hunger, thirst and torture in 

Libya!“; Banner on the right: „Close the camps in Libya!“ 

 

About Rescue at Sea 

During the first half of the year, more than 

1300 people have already arrived on the 

coast of Calabria. The increasing number of 

arrivals in the regions of Calabria and 

Apulia points to an "alternative route" from 

the east of Libya or a departure in Turkey 

and/or Greece (we already reported on this 

in the Central Med Info June 2021).  

 

Currently, the number of arrivals from Tu-

nisia is very high as well. In the North Afri-

can country, the social and economic situa-

tion is deteriorating daily due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. Fewer and fewer people can im-

agine to stay in the country in the future per-

spective. Tunisian MP Majdi Karbai has ap-

pealed to Italy for urgent help for Tunisia and 

its healthcare system, which is in danger of 

collapsing due to the high number of infec-

tions. 

 

After three days at sea, the Ocean Viking (SOS 

Méditerranée) was allowed to enter the port 

of Augusta/Sicily on July 9. This means that 

there is no civilian rescue ship left on the 

central Mediterranean Sea. As there is no 

progress in favor of a common European 

https://www.repubblica.it/solidarieta/diritti-umani/2021/07/08/news/italia-libia-309463888/
https://www.repubblica.it/solidarieta/diritti-umani/2021/07/08/news/italia-libia-309463888/
https://www.repubblica.it/solidarieta/diritti-umani/2021/07/08/news/italia-libia-309463888/
https://twitter.com/alarm_phone/status/1413439959399342081
https://ilmanifesto.it/che-centriamo-noi-con-i-libici/
https://ilmanifesto.it/che-centriamo-noi-con-i-libici/
https://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/articoli/Migranti-Camera-boccia-risoluzione-Amnesty-e-30-deputati-contro-sostegno-Guardia-costiera-libica-848a8cc0-2617-4ead-8d5f-f2423161c277.html
https://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/articoli/Migranti-Camera-boccia-risoluzione-Amnesty-e-30-deputati-contro-sostegno-Guardia-costiera-libica-848a8cc0-2617-4ead-8d5f-f2423161c277.html
https://libyareview.com/14749/eu-to-provide-libyan-coast-guard-with-6-new-boats/
https://libyareview.com/14749/eu-to-provide-libyan-coast-guard-with-6-new-boats/
https://libyareview.com/14749/eu-to-provide-libyan-coast-guard-with-6-new-boats/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/sites/default/files/projekte_files/Central%20Med%20Info%20Juni%202021.pdf
https://www.borderline-europe.de/sites/default/files/projekte_files/Central%20Med%20Info%20Juni%202021.pdf
https://www.ansa.it/sicilia/notizie/2021/07/09/migranti-ocean-viking-arrivata-al-porto-di-augusta_1833912d-7863-4437-b63b-435cf7467885.html
https://cronachedi.it/migranti-ue-piu-solidarieta-per-i-ricollocamenti/
https://cronachedi.it/migranti-ue-piu-solidarieta-per-i-ricollocamenti/
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pact for migration and asylum, the distribu-

tion of rescued people has still to be coordi-

nated on an ad hoc basis, i.e. before rescue 

ships enter a safe port. The EU Commission 

is now preparing for a request from Italy to 

voluntarily accept the 572 migrants and refu-

gees rescued by the Ocean Viking. 

 

 
Stranded life vests 

 

The Italian Coast Guard is still searching for 

missing persons from the shipwreck off Lam-

pedusa on June 30 (as reported here). In the 

meantime, the shipwrecked boat has been 

sighted at the bottom of the sea and further 

dead bodies have been recovered. Hopefully, 

these bodies can be identified soon and rela-

tives can be informed. In the meantime, at 

least three other shipwrecks have occurred 

off the Tunisian coast in which 49 people 

have drowned and another 43 are missing. 

 

Situation of the refugees 

The situation of migrants and refugees in It-

aly as well as the structures of state institu-

tions are continuously deteriorating: the con-

ditions in the Second Reception Centers (SAI) 

– which should actually provide additional 

services such as language and integration 

courses – are increasingly reminiscent of 

those in the 8 Initial Reception Centers (CAS) 

in the Sicilian provinces. The situation is no 

less dramatic in Covid centers, quarantine 

ships or in the largest European reception 

center for asylum seekers in Mineo.  

The Civil Court of Ferrara (Northern Italy) de-

termined that the regulation on the alloca-

tion of social housing adopted in March 

last year is discriminatory and must be 

amended. The acting mayor, Alan Fabbriver, 

has defended the racist allocation mecha-

nism of social housing according to historical 

residence and nationality. 

 

On July 2, while the European championship 

was being played, the young Libyan soccer 

players Joma, Ali, Abdelrahman and Mohan-

nadam were sentenced to 30 years in prison 

at the Court of Justice in Rome. The four 

young men's lawyer has already announced 

that she will appeal the sentence to the Euro-

pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR). 

 

According to the report Fact-checking: migra-

zioni 2021 by the Italian research institute 

ISPI, the number of arrivals in Italy has in-

creased fivefold during the last two years. 

Similarly, shipwrecks off Italian coasts and 

human rights violations on the Mediterra-

nean Sea have increased. Nevertheless, 

Matteo Villa, a researcher at ISPI, points out 

that the number of annual arrivals has lev-

elled off at around 50,000 and that the Ital-

ian reception system is far from being 

overloaded; even the rapid increase in arri-

vals due to the Covid 19 pandemic has not 

changed this fact.  

 

Number of migrants in Italian reception centers from 

October 2017 to April 2021, ISPI 

https://notizie.tiscali.it/feeds/ocean-viking-ue-coordineremo-ricollocamenti-volontari-migranti-00001/
https://notizie.tiscali.it/feeds/ocean-viking-ue-coordineremo-ricollocamenti-volontari-migranti-00001/
https://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2021/07/08/news/lampedusa_la_guardia_costiera_ha_individuato_il_relitto_dell_ultimo_naufragio_trovati_nove_cadaveri-309561228/
https://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2021/07/08/news/lampedusa_la_guardia_costiera_ha_individuato_il_relitto_dell_ultimo_naufragio_trovati_nove_cadaveri-309561228/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/sites/default/files/projekte_files/Central%20Med%20Info%20Juni%202021.pdf
https://www.strettoweb.com/2021/07/naufragio-di-migranti-a-lampedusa-i-sub-della-guardia-costiera-individuano-barchino-capovolto-rinvenuti-9-cadaveri/1208853/
https://www.lastampa.it/cronaca/2021/07/05/news/21-corpi-di-migranti-recuperati-davanti-alla-tunisia-1.40465232
https://www.lastampa.it/cronaca/2021/07/05/news/21-corpi-di-migranti-recuperati-davanti-alla-tunisia-1.40465232
https://www.euronews.com/2021/07/05/tunisia-21-more-african-migrants-found-dead-in-mediterranean-after-europe-bound-boat-sinks
https://www.euronews.com/2021/07/05/tunisia-21-more-african-migrants-found-dead-in-mediterranean-after-europe-bound-boat-sinks
https://www.borderlinesicilia.it/monitoraggio/attentato-allumanita/
https://www.borderlinesicilia.it/monitoraggio/attentato-allumanita/
https://bologna.repubblica.it/cronaca/2021/07/07/news/ferrara_case_tribunale_discriminazione_stranieri-309330830/?ref=RHTP-BH-I304495303-P3-S4-T1&__vfz=medium%3Dsharebar
https://www.borderline-europe.de/unsere-arbeit/press-release-italian-high-court-sentences-libyan-football-players-30-years-alleged?l=en
https://www.borderline-europe.de/unsere-arbeit/press-release-italian-high-court-sentences-libyan-football-players-30-years-alleged?l=en
https://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/ispitel-fact-checking-migrazioni-2021-31027
https://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/ispitel-fact-checking-migrazioni-2021-31027
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In addition, there is growing evidence that 

the presence of civilian rescue ships off 

the Libyan coasts has no significant im-

pact on the number of departures. Still, 

about 9 out of 10 migrants reach Italian 

shores without the support of civilian rescue 

ships. However, Italy is left alone with the 

care and coordination of migrants by other 

member states of the European Union. The 

EU has not yet been able to agree on either 

mandatory resettlement or voluntary recep-

tion mechanisms. Despite the existing capac-

ity to receive migrants and refugees, the 

number of receptions permits for reasons of 

humanitarian protection issued in Italy has 

stagnated at a low level. Even the enact-

ment of the new migration law "on urgent 

provisions in the field of immigration, inter-

national protection and complementary mat-

ters" by the Conte II government in Decem-

ber 2020 could not influence this situation 

for the better. Overall, it is clear that regular 

entry routes into the EU have narrowed ra-

ther than widened over the past decade, Villa 

explained. 

The new migration law DL 130 is still 

blocked. Accordingly, the traditional regula-

tions of the security decrees of the former 

Italian Interior Minister Matteo Salvini still ap-

ply. The Forum per cambiare l'ordine delle 

cose has denounced this fact and urges to fi-

nally execute the new migration law. The 

fact-checking also points to the increase of 

migrants detained in official detention cen-

ters in Libya and the presumably very high 

number of unofficially detained people who 

are exposed to the violence and arbitrariness 

of Libyan authorities without protection. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the situation in 

Italy, see our Streiflicht Italy and our pre-

vious Corona Updates on our homepage.  
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https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2020/12/19/20G00195/sg
https://viedifuga.org/dl-130-che-fine-ha-fatto-la-circolare/
https://viedifuga.org/dl-130-che-fine-ha-fatto-la-circolare/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/?l=en
https://www.borderline-europe.de/
mailto:mail@borderline-europe.de
mailto:jg@borderline-europe.de

