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COVID19 – CoronaUpdate Italy 

borderline-europe, Sicily – Part 20 
Palermo, 11.02.2021 

 
Note: as the corona situation currently determines all as-

pects of life, in future we will also include important 

events in these two-weekly short updates that are not di-

rectly related to the disease and its consequences. 

 

Political and social situation 

In January 2021, the Italian government broke 
up with the resignation of Prime Minister Giu-
seppe Conte. Matteo Renzi of the small party 
Italia Viva had called for the break. But what 
happens now remains to be seen (as of 11 Feb-
ruary). The right-wing Matteo Salvini (Lega) un-
expectedly gave the green light for the new 
Draghi government. 
This has put the Democratic Party in the posi-
tion of having to accept an uncomfortable alli-
ance that only a few days before had been op-
posed by practically the entire leadership. In-
deed, the presence of the Lega seems to imply 
a shift to the right of the political-programma-
tic axis of the government led by Mario Draghi, 
forcing the other parties of the majority to 
compromise on important points of their pro-
gramme. The Democratic Party (PD) reiterated 
that it considers the Salvini decrees inhumane 
and unsafe: "They had the undeclared purpose 
of making international protection for tens of 
thousands of people fleeing hunger and war 
effectively impossible, with the aggravating 
circumstance that many people were expelled 
from structures and reception routes and thus 
became 'invisible'. In addition, there was the 
clear symbolic charge of these decrees: the 
migrant was the intruder to be rejected who 
"sacrificed humanity and justice" for it. It now 
seems certain that Matteo Salvini will be part 
of the new government. What this means and 
whether the PD will actually maintain its so-
mewhat more pro-migration stance remains to 
be seen. We will have a closer look at the new 
government in our next newsletter "Streif-
licht" at the beginning of March. 
 
 
 
 
 

About Rescue at Sea 
 

Since 4 February not only the spring-like weat-

her, but also political changes in Libya and Italy 

have led to the most intense days on the Me-

diterranean in many months. Sea Watch's 

Moonbird monitoring aircraft spotted eight 

boats in distress in one day alone, each with 

several hundred people on board. The Alarm 

Phone repeatedly informed the authorities 

about precarious emergencies at sea, such as a 

boat with 20 people that was only rescued by 

a merchant ship after five days in the Mediter-

ranean and brought to Sardinia. The civilian 

rescue ship Astral of the NGO Open Arms res-

cued 47 people on 5 February, who were sub-

sequently taken over by the Italian coast guard 

and brought to Lampedusa.  

After rescuing 424 people in four operations, 

the NGO SOS Méditeranée's ship Ocean Viking 

has been given the green light to dock in the 

port of Augusta, Sicily. Two people, a pregnant 

woman in critical condition and her partner, 

were evacuated to Malta. The 422 people on 

board, with the exception of the unaccompa-

nied minors, are transferred to the quarantine 

ship GNV Rhapody. 71 minors are transferred 

to the initial reception centre in Pozzallo, Sicily. 

There were 49 Covid-19 positive persons on 

board, including 8 unaccompanied minors. The 

crew on the Ocean Viking will also undergo an 

obligatory quarantine of 14 days. Some of the 

survivors are in a precarious state of health: a 

particularly dramatic case under observation is 

a young Sudanese man who suffered a severe 

head injury after being violently beaten in Li-

bya a week ago. His wound is infected and half 

his face is deformed, he can only see with one 

eye. Hopes of escaping the violence in the civil 

war country of Libya have been dashed for 

many people; according to official IOM figures, 

1,487 people were returned to Libya by the so-

called Libyan Coast Guard between 2 and 8 

February. Survivors repeatedly report the hu-

man rights violations they have to endure in Li-

bya; torture and sexual violence.   

 

https://www.fanpage.it/politica/il-pd-chiede-a-mario-draghi-di-cambiare-la-bossi-fini-e-fare-lo-ius-culturae-con-salvini/
https://www.nzz.ch/international/libyen-konflikt-die-neusten-entwicklungen-und-hintergruende-ld.1477595?reduced=true
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/italien-regierungsbildung-115.html
https://twitter.com/seawatchcrew/status/1357625891862573058
https://twitter.com/alarm_phone/status/1359253749970178053
http://www.mediterraneocronaca.it/2021/02/05/migrazioni-a-lampedusa-anche-persone-assistite-da-open-arms/
https://twitter.com/SOSMedGermany/status/1358456729785290752
https://twitter.com/SOSMedGermany/status/1358105361337769985
https://twitter.com/SOSMedGermany/status/1358105361337769985
https://twitter.com/SOSMedGermany/status/1358750221325504514
https://twitter.com/SOSMedGermany/status/1358105640955236354
https://twitter.com/IOM_Libya/status/1358835553848934411
https://sosmediterranee.com/log/board-diary-89-behind-each-question-an-abyss/
https://sosmediterranee.com/log/board-diary-89-behind-each-question-an-abyss/
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On 4 February, a new ministerial decree was 
issued that determines the procedures for sea 
rescues (Decree No. 45). The last decree of this 
kind dates back to 1996. It is now clearly stated 
that rescues do not end with the boarding of 
the rescued persons, but with their transfer to 
a safe port (with access to the asylum proce-
dure). Particularly important and a real novum 
in the new Italian Maritime Rescue (SAR) Plan 
is paragraph 240 on activities outside the area 
of interest of the IMRCC (International Mari-
time Rescue Coordination Centre, which is ba-
sed in Rome for the central Mediterranean), 
according to which the Central Command of 
the Italian Coast Guard maintains contact with 
foreign control centres that are called to se-
arch and rescue operations in the areas of their 
respective jurisdiction.  
The IMRCC can coordinate the sea rescue until 
a competent control centre (in whose sea res-
cue zone the incident occurred) can take over. 
But what does this mean for rescues in the Li-
byan SAR zone, for example? What guarantees 
for the protection of human rights as well as 
the right to life do the Libyan authorities offer 
to those rescued? We know the answer to this 
question. But: The National SAR Plan 2020 spe-
cifies the obligations of cooperation between 
neighbouring SAR holder states. The Coordina-
tion Unit, which was informed about the SAR 
event, assesses the request for cooperation 
with other MRCCs in terms of the availability of 
their own SAR resources within the whole re-
gion, regardless of the existence of bilateral or 
regional agreements on the subject. This pro-
vision seems to be of utmost importance and 
is an important innovation also in view of the 
cases of conflict with the Maltese authorities 
that have arisen in recent years, and in particu-
lar after the case of 11 October 2013, in which 
hundreds of migrants lost their lives and on 
which a criminal case is currently pending be-
fore the court in Rome. 
 

 
Commemoration of those who died at sea, Palermo. 
Photo: Giuseppe Mazzola 

 
The fifth chapter, in particular item 530, provi-
des for the participation of foreign aircraft and 
ships in SAR operations. In this context, parti-
cular provision is made for the case of the 
cooperation of foreign non-military aircraft. 
Their deployment must be formalised in wri-
ting by the Italian Central Command (IMRCC) 
via the corresponding Central Command 
(MRCC) of the flag state. In this way, the Code 
of Conduct for SAR NGOs issued in 2017 by the 
then Italian Minister of the Interior Minniti is 
taken up again. In the future, it is foreseeable 
that the remaining search and rescue activities 
of the NGOs, insofar as they are still able to act 
freely, will increasingly be controlled by the 
coordinating commands of the Italian coast gu-
ard. 
Some of the positive changes of the decree 
seem to have been demonstrated in the first 
week of February: the Italian Coast Guard res-
cued in two cases at a distance of 20 and 22 
nautical miles (including the case of the Astral 
mentioned above). This has not happened 
since 2018, when under the then right-wing In-
terior Minister Salvini, it was decided that the 
coast guard could no longer rescue beyond ter-
ritorial limits (12 nautical miles). 
 
Across Europe, a day of remembrance for 91 
people missing at sea was held on 9 February 
with many different actions. The migrants on 
the boat reported to the Alarm Phone exactly 
one year ago, but no one rushed to their res-
cue. 91 people drowned. Without the Alarm 
Phone, we wouldn't even know about it. A 
commemoration throughout Europe of all "in-
visible boat accidents". 

https://www.a-dif.org/2021/02/08/un-nuovo-decreto-ministeriale-disciplina-il-salvataggio-mai-piu-abbandoni-in-mare/
http://www.mediterraneocronaca.it/2021/02/05/migrazioni-a-lampedusa-anche-persone-assistite-da-open-arms/
http://www.mediterraneocronaca.it/2021/02/05/migrazioni-a-lampedusa-quasi-400-in-meno-di-24-ore/
https://twitter.com/alarm_phone/status/1359460637567553538
https://twitter.com/BorderlineEurop/status/1359464702234001410
https://alarmphone.org/de/
https://alarmphone.org/de/
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Commemoration of those who died at sea, Palermo. 
Photo: Giuseppe Mazzola 

 

Situation of Refugees 

As in previous months, arriving refugees are ta-

ken to quarantine ships. Currently, two such 

ferries rented by the government are in opera-

tion. Only the unaccompanied minors are 

brought ashore to centres. But families, preg-

nant women and accompanied children still 

have to spend their quarantine on the ships 

(see previous Corona updates on this issue). At 

the end of the first week of February, 260 refu-

gees were transferred from the quarantine 

ship to the centre in Bari (Puglia). There are 

now 660 (!) people in the centre, including 40 

children. Even if only those who have tested 

negative are brought to the centres, the risk of 

infection in such large centres is enormous.   

In August, the NIHMP (a public agency of the 

National Health Service) published a first study 

on Corona in community shelters. It was 

conducted from 1 February to 12 June 2020. 

Overall, larger facilities naturally had higher ra-

tes of infection, with transitional emergency 

centres (CAS) and detention centres being the 

most affected. According to the survey, 0.38% 

of the residents had tested positive for the vi-

rus. The NIHMP survey involved 5,038 of the 

6,837 reception centres surveyed by the Mi-

nistry of the Interior, i.e. three out of four 

centres. What happened from July 2020 on-

wards will only be known in the next survey, an 

agreement on which the NIHMP has concluded 

with the Ministry of the Interior.  

A coordinated and centralised registration of 

Covid 19 cases in collective accommodation 

does not yet exist in Italy. The first study shows 

that in most cases it was not possible to ensure 

100% isolation and quarantine in the shelters. 

In 51% of the suspected cases, quarantine was 

ordered within the shelter, often with shared 

sanitary facilities. Instead, of the confirmed 

cases, three out of four experienced quaran-

tine outside the home, one out of four inside 

the home and only half of them had a single 

room with a private bathroom, another 23% 

shared a room with other positives and 8.2% 

had a single room with a shared bathroom. It 

remains to be seen what the second survey will 

bring. 

 

For more information on the situation in Italy, 

see our Steiflicht Italien and our previous 

Corona updates on our homepage. 
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borderline-europe 

Menschenrechte ohne Grenzen e.V. 

https://www.borderline-europe.de/ 

mail@borderline-europe.de 

jg@borderline-europe.de 
 

https://www.trmtv.it/cronaca/2021_02_07/264193.html
https://www.infodata.ilsole24ore.com/2021/01/29/covid-centri-di-accoglienza/
https://www.infodata.ilsole24ore.com/2021/01/29/covid-centri-di-accoglienza/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/
https://www.borderline-europe.de/
mailto:mail@borderline-europe.de
mailto:jg@borderline-europe.de

