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0 Comments (http://www.migszol.com/blog/out-of-sight-out-of-mind-violence-continues-on-the-anniversary-of-
the-hungarian-serbian-border-closure#comments)

Out of sight, out of mind? Violence continues on the anniversary of
the Hungarian-Serbian border closure
(http://www.migszol.com/blog/out-of-sight-out-of-mind-violence-
continues-on-the-anniversary-of-the-hungarian-serbian-border-
closure)

This is a Migszol update from 5 August to 5 September. The month has been characterized by increasingly
ruthless violence (http://www.migszol.com/blog/greetings-from-belgrade-from-the-other-side-of-the-fence) at
the Serbian-Hungarian border, ever-growing aggressive propaganda against migrants of all kinds now that the
national referendum is drawing closer, and the heated international relations between European states because
of the insecure EU-Turkey deal. 

Before we begin, it is important to notice that a year ago we were living through a very signi�cant time. It is the
anniversary time of what we learnt to call “the migration crisis in Hungary” in 2015. 

On 4th of September 2015 thousands of let-down and exhausted people started to march towards Austria, after
weeks of waiting and a deadlock at the Eastern Keleti railway station in Budapest. Less than two weeks from
that, the southern Hungarian border was closed, accompanied by the infamous unrest
(http://www.breitbart.com/london/2015/09/16/state-of-emergency-hungarian-police-�re-tear-gas-at-rioting-
migrants-trying-to-break-through-border/) with tear gas, counter terrorist units and water cannons. While the
unrest back then resulted in arbitrary jail sentences (http://freetheroszke11.weebly.com/), the bigger picture was
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just taking shape: by today, Hungary has knit a legal web with holes big enough to justify physical, direct violence
in its own territory and clear neglection of an international right to asylum. To mark this sad anniversary, Migszol
is publishing an extensive Hungarian- and English language report on the events of last summer this week.

BORDER VIOLENCE 

After implementing the push-back law (http://www.migszol.com/blog/the-catastrophic-consequences-of-the-
8km-law-and-violence-at-the-hungarian-serbian-border)   in the beginning of July, border violence by
uncon�rmed border groups has escalated. Migszol receives reports of volunteers in Serbia witnessing clear signs
of abuse on the people they help. Among them are severe bruises, dog assaults and bleeding, on daily basis. The
silence by the authorities and lack of all political debate is incredible considering the mounting evidence:

Testimonies collected by No Border Serbia until August 8
(https://noborderserbia.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/testimonybrutal-police-violence-on-the-serbian-
hungarian-border/)

Video with graphic content from the end of August
(https://www.facebook.com/refugeesanthem/videos/vb.930314257044925/1103985523011130/?
type=2&theater)

Extensive report on the border violence by Átlátszó (https://atlatszo.hu/2016/08/26/kek-egyenruhas-
rendorok-kutyakkal-okollel-es-gazsprevel-verik-vissza-a-menekulteket-a-szerb-magyar-hataron/)

Graphic images on the marks of violence from the end of August
(https://www.facebook.com/natali.ja.7737/posts/1785506488373717)

Article about the reported abuse cases in Hungarian media (http://budapestsentinel.com/blog-
posts/facebook-group-reports-violent-abuse-refugees-hungarian-border-police/)

The Hungarian Helsinki Committee published alarming numbers (http://www.helsinki.hu/wp-
content/uploads/Magyar-menekultugy-a-szamok-tukreben-2016-augusztus-1.pdf) regarding the number of
asylum applications: after the pushbacks to Serbia were legalized on July 5th, the number of asylum applications
has dropped by 60% and 4396 people have been prevented from entering the country. Migszol has to highlight
the grave rights abuse this custom is enforcing: even if the people do not enter using a legal route into Hungary,
seeking asylum is an internationally guaranteed human right for everybody and not a crime. Not only are people
who are pushed back to Serbia denied their right to seek asylum, they are also mistreated and assaulted.

"Become a border hunter"-recruitment poster by the Hungarian police, August 2016
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Migszol will soon publish a detailed report solely focusing on the situation on Serbian-Hungarian border but
wants to highlight already that this kind of abuse is totally unacceptable and the people responsible should
immediately be held accountable.
We urge everybody to share these links, pictures, tweet them to journalists and email them to colleagues, to
increase awareness of this and create pressure the politicians to react on the situation. Follow our updates on
upcoming protests and more information. We are happy that more national and international media have
written about these brutal assaults at the Serbian-Hungarian border, and welcome any more queries about the
topic from journalists and policymakers.

SHERIFFS AND BORDER HUNTERS

The tension and violence at the Hungarian-Serbian border is escalating. Self-organized groups guarding the
border have posted pictures of  loaded guns
(https://www.facebook.com/ittvagyunkveletek/photos/a.1633782660238475.1073741828.1633659206917487/1764998513783555/?
type=3&theater)  and  dogs they are using at
(https://www.facebook.com/ittvagyunkveletek/videos/1766038503679556/)  their patrols. In mid-August there
were some 600 people in Horgos and Kelebia waiting for their turn to access the containers at the transit zone to
ask asylum - sometimes for weeks, as Amnesty International (http://www.amnesty.hu/blog/2208/senkinek-sem-
kellenek-menekultek-a-magyar-szerb-hataron),  Euronews (http://www.euronews.com/2016/08/29/on-the-
serbian-hungarian-border-refugees-long-march-to-safety-grinds-on)  and  HVG
(http://hvg.hu/itthon/20160824_roszke_horgos_tompa_szerbia_hatar_menekultek_sor_embercsempesz_video_eroszak) have
reported. Earlier in August a local genius tried to scare people crossing the border by installing hand-
made  voodoo heads (http://nepszava.hu/cikk/1103154-mu-koponyakkal-riogatjak-a-magyar-hataron-a-
menekulteket---dobbenetes-foto/) to the the border fence, topped with an idea by a Hungarian MEP to install pig
heads (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/22/hungarian-mep-pig-heads-along-border-twitter-
gyorgy-schop�in-refugees-eu), which we analyzed more in depth  here (http://www.migszol.com/blog/root-
vegetables-vs-pig-heads-anatomy-of-a-silly-question), to the fence instead.

Once people get to the Hungarian side, there are  more and more vigilante groups
(http://vs.hu/kozelet/osszes/rejtelyes-tamadasok-a-menekultek-ellen-0804?
utm_source=hrkrs&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=main) patrolling the border and hunting for them - which
is most probably the key to border violence, as the o�cial forces can wash their hands from the events and
simply silence the topic to death.

The self-proclaimed head sheri� of this all is László Toroczkai, a Jobbik MP and mayor of the border town of
Ásotthalom. Toroczkai has been guarding his premises with diligence for a while (see one of his �rst migrant
hunter videos from 2015  here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDtaks9BSK4)) and earlier this summer
discovered that the UN refugee agency is, in fact, helping the refugees who are at the border and also has
evidence of the UN agency’s responsibility of littering around
(https://www.facebook.com/laszlo.toroczkai/photos/a.152103624970939.1073741826.151665991681369/601417780039519/?
type=3&theater). To stir up his battle he has now  sued (http://24.hu/kozelet/2016/07/29/toroczkai-laszlo-
megbirsagolta-az-ensz-t/) UNHCR for giving “logistical help for the migrants”.

The o�cial side of things is that the National Police Forces have launched a  Border Hunter
(https://www.facebook.com/hatarvadaszkepzes/?fref=ts)  - recruitment campaign, following the  controversial
(http://gepnarancs.hu/2016/08/conteo-kell-a-felkeszuletlen-hatarvadasz/)  o�cial announcemen
(http://www.vasarnapihirek.hu/friss/kovacs_zoltan_kormanyszovivo_migracios_nyomas)t of prolonging the
“emergency situation caused by mass migration” (ironic considering the fact that Viktor Orbán recently
announced that there are absolutely no migrants coming to Hungary anymore) and thus placing 3000 new police
o�cers with minimal training on the border for the sake of national priority. Public workers are pressured to join
the army or the police (http://nol.hu/belfold/kozmunkasok-felkesz-rendorok-vedhetik-a-magyar-hatart-1627735).
To justify all this, on August 27th Orbán topped the story by announcing that there will be a new hi-tech fence
(http://index.hu/belfold/2016/08/26/orban_egy_harmadik_mindent_megallito_keritest_epittet/)  at the border,
with motion detection cameras, lights and all the modern security delicacies. We expect the border fence to
eventually resemble the one on the Spanish-Moroccan border. 

In the light of all this, it is hardly a surprise that other borders are getting more busy with action. HVG reported
on their article (http://hvg.hu/itthon/20160804_Uj_utvonalat_talaltak_Magyarorszagra_a_bevandorlok?s=hk)  in
the beginning of the month about Romania: they speculate there could be a new route from Romania, and on
the 2nd of August the police caught 27 people (21 Pakistanis, 4 Afghans and 2 Syrians) at Battonya, on the
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Southern border of Hungary with Romania. The next day the Hungarian police reportedly returned 25 people to
the Romanian authorities. They also caught a Romanian citizen who is also accused of smuggling.

ABROAD

Sweden’s decision to  deport back (http://888.hu/article-a-svedek-tobb-mint-1000-migranst-deportalnanak-
magyarorszagra?source=hirkereso)  a thousand people to Hungary under the Dublin Regulation has stirred
some  political havoc (http://www.thelocal.se/20160812/sweden-hits-out-at-hungary-in-asylum-seeker-
spat)  among the  diplomatic circles (http://www.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-foreign-a�airs-and-trade/news/the-
statement-by-sweden-s-minister-is-unacceptable)  of the two countries. Hungary refuses to take the thousand
people back. Other Western European countries, particularly  Austria (http://hungarytoday.hu/news/mno-hu-
austria-deport-thousands-migrants-back-hungary-75942), have  similar plans
(http://hvg.hu/itthon/20160822_menekultek_ausztria)  as reported  earlier
(http://index.hu/belfold/2016/08/22/menekultvalsag_visszatoloncolas_magyarorszag/)  in the Hungarian
media.Yet, Hungary is playing hard and avoids its responsibility, referring to the fact that people should rather
be deported back to Greece as it was the �rst country of entry in the EU for these people. The fact that
deportations from other EU members states to Greece  were frozen already �ve years ago
(https://clandestinenglish.wordpress.com/2011/01/24/deportations-to-greece-to-be-stopped-in-more-and-more-
countries-after-the-european-court-of-human-rights-decided-against-a-deportation/)  must have slipped the
decision makers’ attention.

As what seems to be a response to the pressure imposed from the North-West, Hungary and Bulgaria have
started a debate about a bilateral agreement for deportations from Hungary to Bulgaria. This development is of
grave concern not only because of the reported  death at the Bulgarian-Serbian border
(http://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-refugee-shot-dead-in-serbia/a-19497602)  or because of the fact that the
two countries are the only ones in the region with  no functioning integration support
(https://www.facebook.com/1771903149706759/photos/a.1831065247123882.1073741838.1771903149706759/1831065543790519/?
type=3&theater), but because of the  reported push-backs
(http://bulgaria.bordermonitoring.eu/2016/08/15/push-backs-bulgarian-turkish-cooperation-will-lead-to-more-
violation-of-human-rights/) from Bulgaria further to Turkey and Greece.

Meanwhile in the South, the number of people coming to the Greek islands is  increasing 
(http://www.hirado.hu/2016/08/13/egyre-tobb-a-torokorszagbol-a-gorog-szigetekre-erkezo-menekult/?
source=hirkereso)again, while their journey Northward seems to get more di�cult. The Serbian police has
reportedly pushed back around 3000 people on the border of Macedonia (FYROM). There’s currently some 4500
people stranded in Serbia and the conditions in the Hungarian-Serbian border are still devastating -  Are you
Syrious? (http://areyousyrious.org/)  has  a very comprehensive update on the situation in Serbia
(https://medium.com/@AreYouSyrious/ays-special-report-from-serbia-stacked-on-the-balkan-route-
113cd1a5e843#.19shwwb4n). In last week of August there were some 600 people waiting for legal entry to the
transit zones to apply for asylum in Hungary.
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The teachers of Hungary got their own fair share of the migration propaganda in the beginning of the month,
when KLIK, the national educational body of the ministry of human resources, sent  a letter
(http://index.hu/belfold/2016/08/09/oktatas_migrans_klik_migracio_klebelsberg/)  to the rectors of all the
Hungarian schools. The letter asked them to declare the “number of migrant students who have enrolled to their
school” and gave them 48 hours time to reply to the o�cial request. István Pukli, the headmaster of the Teleki
Blanka Gymnasium in Budapest, and a face of the Teachers’ Movement,  published an open reply
(https://www.facebook.com/notes/tan%C3%ADtan%C3%A9k/pukli-istv%C3%A1n-v%C3%A1laszlevele-a-klik-
migr%C3%A1ns-tanul%C3%B3k-sz%C3%A1ml%C3%A1l%C3%A1s%C3%A1ra-utas%C3%ADt%C3%B3-
level%C3%A9re/1552214375075206)  asking KLIK to de�ne who is a “migrant” - a word that does not exist
whatsoever in the Hungarian legislation. It remains unclear what the purpose of this letter is, and what would
result from the replies they got.

On another front, the conspiracy war against George Soros has advanced several steps. We reported already a
month ago that Bence Retvari from the Human Resources ministry  discovered
(http://24.hu/belfold/2016/08/04/retvari-bence-szerint-soros-gyorgy-altal-tamogatott-szervezetek-kiokitjak-a-
menekulteket/) that “civil organizations supported by Soros” are telling all migrants to claim they are under 18 to
access Hungary more easily, which is unfortunately a misunderstanding caused by a language barrier. On 14
August George Soros was hacked, and now the rightwing “Sorosleaks”  claims 
(http://www.ma.hu/kulfold/288151/Soros_arasztja_el_menekultekkel_az_europai_orszagokat?place=srss)it can be
proven he wants to bring refugees to Europe. Magyar Idok continued giving attention to us in the beginning of
August and wrote an  article (http://magyaridok.hu/belfold/feljelentesekre-buzdit-migszol-889885/)  about
Migszol’s call to action about the border violence - an entertaining read to Hungarian speakers.

The national referendum about the quota system (http://www.migszol.com/blog/the-quota-system-what-it-
actually-is-about-what-migszol-thinks-about-the-plans-of-the-european-union)  is drawing close and the
opposition is �nally gathering their frontiers to give a response to the government propaganda, most of them
calling for invalidating the referendum by either boycotting or casting an invalid vote. Fidesz is trying
to  blackmail   (http://www.kormany.hu/en/cabinet-o�ce-of-the-prime-minister/news/the-political-left-is-still-
representing-a-pro-immigration-position)the opposition parties to saying yes or no to the quota and saying it is
not enough to just boycott it. We have  summarized (http://www.migszol.com/blog/there-are-no-stupid-
questionsor-are-there-responses-from-hungarian-political-parties-to-the-quota-referendum)  earlier what the
di�erent stands of the di�erent parties in Hungary are. It seems like the beginning of October will be full of
di�erent demonstrations by the parties as well as the civil society organizers.

Support page for Hungarian police and soldiers shows a loaded gun in August 2016
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Unfortunately it looks like the referendum has already had some small successes in “dividing and ruling because
the head of the Munkaspart, the Hungarian labour party, said (http://szegedma.hu/hir/szeged/2016/08/thurmer-
gyula-szegeden-nem-a-migranskvotara-az-unio-diktatumara.html)  in Szeged   that they will vote “NO” in the
referendum, because money should rather be used on creating jobs for Hungarians, than on the refugees.
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   Contact us Migrant Solidarity Group

in Facebook

in Twitter

in YouTube

via email

Questions, feedback, ideas? Tell us!

POST BOX H-1084 Budapest, Auróra utca 11

contact [a] migszol.com

 +36 20 28 67 987

(https://www.facebook.com/migszolcsoport?fref=ts)

(https://twitter.com/MigSzolCsop)

(https://www.youtube.com/user/Migransszolidaritas)

(mailto:contact@migszol.com)
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