
 

 
 

Press Release – Friday, 30 May 2014 

Arrest and imprisonment of the Executive Director of KISA  
by the Administration of the Mennogeia Detention Centre 

 
KISA – Action for Equality, Support, Antiracism publicly denounces a new attempt at criminalizing and 
intimidating KISA’s action and the imprisonment of its Executive Director, Doros Polykarpou. 
 
On Thursday, May 29, the Executive Director of KISA went to visit unaccompanied minors, held unlawfully in 
the Mennogeia Detention Center. On arrival, Polykarpou was arrested for an unpaid parking fine of 160 
Euro[1]. After being arrested at Mennogeia, he was initially transferred to Kofinou Police Station and then to 
the Central Prison in Nicosia, where he was placed in a wing with convicted prisoners. During the whole 
procedure, from his arrest at Mennogeia to his transfer to the Central Prison, Polykarpou was held handcuffed 
and not even allowed to drink water. Moreover, although he asked to take his personal belongings with him, 
he was not allowed to do so. He was also denied his right to call his lawyer. Under these circumstances, KISA 
notes that its Executive Director suffered an unacceptable and humiliating treatment, as well as violation of 
his basic human rights. 
 
It is reminded that KISA has been the target of many unsuccessful persecution and criminalization attacks in 
order to intimidate its action and silence its voice, as was the case in the prosecution of KISA’s Executive 
Director regarding the Rainbow Festival events in 2010 in Larnaca, when he was acquitted by the Court [2]. 
However, this is the first time that a leading member of the human rights organisation is put behind bars and, 
most importantly, for… an unpaid parking fine (!), while discharging his duties. 
 
We categorically reject the police claim that the arrest and imprisonment was a case of “equal treatment” (in 
the course of executing arrest warrants for fines). It is more than apparent that Doros Polykarpou’s arrest and 
imprisonment was a punitive measure and vindictive response by the police, in order to stop KISA from 
intervening regarding the terms and conditions of detention at Mennogeia and reporting to the mass media 
[3], the Ombudswoman [4], international human rights NGOs [5], regional and international agencies, such as 
the Council of Europe [6] and the UN [7].  
 
KISA calls on the Government and especially the Minister of Justice and Public Order, and the Chief of the 
Police to recognize in practice the role and significant contribution of NGOs to democracy and the rule of law, 
by ending immediately the attacks and intimidation of KISA and its leadership. KISA is already in the process of 
denouncing the arrest and imprisonment of its Executive Director to European and international organisations 
and agencies, and reserves its right for appropriate legal action. 
 
KISA Steering Committee 
 
 
Notes for editors: 
                                                           
[

1
] The Executive Director of KISA was firstly informed about the court warrant a month ago, while he was going to 

travel abroad from Larnaca International Airport. From 2007 until then, he has not been informed about the pending 
court warrant neither from the competent local police stations nor from the Cyprus Police Execution of Warrants Squad 
(EWS). On Tuesday, May 26, when the Executive Director of KISA informed the Director of the Mennogeia Detention 
Center that he was going to visit yesterday some detainees, he was told that if he visits the holding facility, then he will 
be arrested for an unpaid court warrant. On the same day, the Executive Director of KISA called the EWS and asked to 
send him by fax the unpaid parking fine, but this was not possible. Nevertheless, the EWS gave him the serial number of 
the court warrant and KISA’s Executive Director informed the EWS that he intended to pay the fine by the end of the 
month, while he also received reassurances that this would not be a problem. Moreover, on Thursday, May 28, the 
Executive Director of KISA sent a letter to the Chief of the Cyprus Police, which was also forwarded to the Director of the 
Mennogeia Detention Center and the Commissioner for Administration and Human Rights (Ombudswoman), informing 
them in advance that he was going to visit some detainees in the holding facility. 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                      
[

2
] 05.06.2012 – World Organisation Against Torture – Press Release – Cyprus: False accusation confirmed – Judge 

drops all charges against human rights defender Doros Polykarpou. http://www.omct.org/human-rights-
defenders/urgent-interventions/cyprus/2012/06/d21820/ / http://www.aedh.eu/Joint-press-release-Cyprus-False.html /  
 19.06.2012 – StateWatch – Cyprus: Human rights defender acquitted as police accusations are found "not 
credible". http://www.statewatch.org/news/2012/jun/13cyprus-human-rights-defender-acquitted.html  
 
[

3
]  15.05.2014 – Η ΚΙΣΑ καταγγέλλει άλλο ένα σοβαρότατο περιστατικό απάνθρωπης και ταπεινωτικής 

μεταχείρισης και τιμωρίας στο Κέντρο Κράτησης στη Μεννόγεια. http://kisa.org.cy/15-05-2014-%ce%b7-
%ce%ba%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%b1-
%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%b1%ce%b3%ce%b3%ce%ad%ce%bb%ce%bb%ce%b5%ce%b9-
%ce%ac%ce%bb%ce%bb%ce%bf-%ce%ad%ce%bd%ce%b1-%cf%83%ce%bf%ce%b2%ce%b1%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%84/  
 
[

4
] 06.03.2014 – Έκθεση της Επιτρόπου Διοικήσεως και Προστασίας Ανθρωπίνων Δικαιωμάτων όσον αφορά το 

δικαίωμα αποστολής επιστολών με τηλεομοιότυπο από κρατούμενους στο Χώρο Κράτησης Μεταναστών στη 
Μεννόγεια. http://kisa.org.cy/06-03-2014-%ce%ad%ce%ba%ce%b8%ce%b5%cf%83%ce%b7-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%82-
%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%84%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%80%ce%bf%cf%85-
%ce%b4%ce%b9%ce%bf%ce%b9%ce%ba%ce%ae%cf%83%ce%b5%cf%89%cf%82-%ce%ba%ce%b1/  
 
[

5
] 18.03.2014 – Amnesty International Press Release – Cyprus: Abusive detention of migrants and asylum seekers 

flouts EU law. http://kisa.org.cy/18-03-2014-cyprus-abusive-detention-of-migrants-and-asylum-seekers-flouts-eu-law/  
 
[

6
] 07.04.2014 – Statement by the Commissioner of Human Rights of the Council of Europe on the detention and 

separation of migrant women from their children. http://kisa.org.cy/07-04-2014-statement-by-the-commissioner-of-
human-rights-of-the-council-of-europe-on-the-detention-and-separation-of-migrant-women-from-their-children/  
 
[

7
] 29.04.2014 – KISA Report – Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment: 52 Session (28 April 2014 – 23 May 2014). http://kisa.org.cy/29-04-2014-kisa-report-convention-against-
torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading-treatment-or-punishment-52-session-28-april-2014-23-may-2014/ 
 23.05.2014 – United Nations Committee Against Torture – Concluding observations on the fourth report of 
Cyprus. http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT/C/CYP/CO/4&Lang=en 
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